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Abstract A new lycaenid species Callictita upola is described from Irian Jaya, 
Indonesia. The species is apparently most closely related to C. albiplaga. 


Introduction 


The genus Callictita was revised by PARSONS (1986) and was found to comprise 
eight species, whereas it was previously considered to be monotypic. The taxon 
described below from two males represents the ninth distinctive Callictita species. It 
was unknown to PARSONS at the time of his revision. However, the junior author 
discovered that G. E. TITE had placed the two specimens of the new taxon in a drawer 
in the British Museum (Natural History) Collection, together with species of 
Upolampes BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908, apparently in the mistaken belief that they belong- 
ed in that genus. This is somewhat understandable because the new Callictita strongly 
resembles Upolampes species in its maculation and colouring. However, its venation, 
possession of a hindwing tail at vein CuA, and typical, but distinctive, male genitalia 
show that it belongs in Callictita. 


Callictita upola sp. nov. 
(Figs. 1, 2) 


Diagnosis In all general features typical of its genus as summarised by PARSONS 
(1986: 4), but with a 1.5 mm wide dark brown forewing margin upperside and a wholly 
dark brown hindwing upperside. Easily distinguishable from all other species by the 
following characteristics: complete absence of androconia on the forewing upperside 
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Fig.1. Callictita upola sp. nov. A. Holotype male, upperside. B. Holotype male, 
underside. 


(so that there is no sex-brand as is present in all other species—even C. albiplaga 
Joicey & TALBOT, 1916, possesses androconia, although its brands are extremely 
diffuse); dark brown bands of the underside very uniform on both wings, and tending 
to have a diffuse white median line, both these features giving the species a strong 
resemblance to Upolampes; the median band of the hindwing underside almost com- 
plete, being only slightly divided by white above vein CuA,, whereas in all other 
Callictita species the band is broadly divided so that it forms two separate spots, or 
patches, one at the inner margin, the other at the costa. In general the banding of the 
underside is far more regular than in all other Callictita. The male genitalia are typical 
of Callictita, the valvae (Fig.2, A - D) most closely resembling those of C.albiplaga, but 
the apical portion more produced and distally more expanded; the dorsal spine at the 
base of the valva in other Callictita species replaced with a ‘wing’, as in albiplaga, but 
shorter and much broader than in albiplaga: the distal teeth (or spines) variable and also 
asymmetrical, as in albiplaga, but tend to be longer. 

Types—2 33. Holotype &, 61.21 Weyland Mtns., Dutch N. Guinea, Dewaro 
Village, 3500 ft., June ‘20. C. F. & J. Pratt. (Genitalia slide No. Gen. 1964-5 G.E.T.); 
Paratype 3, with same label data (genitalia slide No. Gen. 1964-6 G.E.T.), both in the 
British Museum (Natural History), London, England. 


Discussion 


The above mentioned facies of C. upola show that this new species is most closely 
related to C. albiplaga from the Wandammen Mountains (about 120 km distant from 
the Weyland Mountains, the locality of C. upola). Obviously both species belong to the 
same species group (group B of Parsons, 1986, which now contains three species: C. 
albiplaga, C. lara PARSONS, 1986 and C. upola). The discovery of C. upola raises several 
points of speculation. It is possible that the wing pattern of this Species more closely 
represents that of the ancestral Callictita than the other species of the genus, because 
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Fig. 2. Male genitalia of Callictita upola sp. nov. A, B. Holotype. C, D. Paratype. A. 
Right valva, outer aspect. B. Left valva, inner aspect. C. Left valva, inner aspect. 
D. Right valva, outer aspect. 


in all other species the markings of the hindwing underside are apparently reduced and 
irregular. The dark brown hindwing upperside in upola, although present as a variable 
feature in some other Callictita species, suggests that this may have been an ancestral 
condition and that large white patches may have evolved in Callictita through a 
mimetic relationship with the apparently aposematic pierid genus Delias HÜBNER, 
1819, the adults of which fly with Callictita along most montane creeks in New Guinea. 
The lack of androconia in upola implies that ancestral Callictita species lacked sex- 
brands, which may have been subsequently gained in most species. It is possible, 
therefore, that a relationship between the African genus Uvanothauma BUTLER, 1895 
(the males of which also bear forewing upperside sex-brands), and Callictita may not 
be as close as suggested by ELIOT(1973). 
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IIT. S» DDO Callictita EC Yi Fa YPNO 1ER 
(M. PARSONS ° BRER) 


CallictitaBlit ~ COR =2-F=7UAMHL, 8 EE E NA (Parsons, 1986), #4 bkr H 
ff (BMNH) CARS HCV SEROHDS TITY yy (Weyland Mts.) ZO 1#EC. upola® 
Aut leo cele, 

AIM BROKE ab, AUS 1 74+ + CWandammen Mts.) <A AC. albiplaga 
CR>TKkCHS¢LBdbHS, 

AB CLRMRAO BARRO 5 DPR 3S~ AAR CHM, BSVILHATOM, KETIA HA 
(ISB UCB, AB OMS RS FV RRR LC SED tE ONS, COMM 2 - Vik 
RFT AŁ, UpolampssBOSDOEL<S UTS. 

Er, ABCHHOMMAREPSAUICHARKOAVHHARNSA, C. albiplaga TILAK è ID, 
Affe CILONVSELICK<. Eliot (1973) RRR OHERAT 47 7 Y AD Uranothauma LAB E OU 
BERR LED, MERORRRBOMRILBSICRRoCKY, SHRM LIC. upolad kd HERZ R 
<bODFETSZ TEDD, COUPMAMEBCBIKEUCKELOLEZ HHS, 
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